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Abstract

With a rather satisfactory growth in GDP, India’s record of poverty alleviation is
disappointing. Even on the measure of income poverty, which as the paper points out has
serious limitations, the progress has been slow. There is some improvement in the pace of
poverty reduction in recent years, yet a large number of households, nearly one third of
the total, are not able to avail of a minimum standard of living. The paper focuses on the
rural segment of these households, and critically examines various government programs
addressed to poverty eradication among the rural poor.

The government programs for reducing poverty can be divided in two categories: one,
programs aimed at improving income of the households, and two, those with the objective
of improving their capabilities. Land reforms, programs for self-employment and, schemes
for wage-paid employment fall in the first category. Ensuring food and nutrition security
and providing opportunities for education and skill formation exemplify the second group
of measures. The paper critically examines both types of the programs and shows
inadequacies in their design and implementation.

It is suggested that the poverty alleviation program would be successful only if, (a) they
take into account the characteristics of the poor at disaggregated levels; (b) defects in
delivery systems are removed with suitable technical and organizational changes; and, (c)
there is aggregation of key functions by the poor under the umbrella of collective
organizations of one form or other.

Creating a suitable environment, which in turn will necessitate ease in mobility and
information sharing, as well as removal of some legal and institutional hurdles, will
facilitate measures of poverty alleviation. Currently the task of creating such an enabling
environment is vitiated by wide spread corruption.

Paper concludes that various lacunae pointed out in policies and programs can be removed
only if, ‘a set of values are shared, mutual obligations are respected and commitment to
given tasks is considered sacrosanct’.
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